
 

                 



Spring Orchid Show and Sale 2024

SHOW PROGRAM AND 
REGULATIONS



… WELCOME TO OUR SHOW! 
The Central Vancouver Island Orchid Society is pleased to present its Annual Spring 
Orchid Show and Sale for 2024. After the success of our 50th anniversary event in 2023, 
we hope our upcoming show will be extra special as we embark on a new half century 
of orchid growing together. Please join us – here’s what you need to know!

CVIOS ANNUAL SPRING SHOW AND SALE 
Thursday to Sunday, March 7 to 10, 2024

Nanaimo North Town Centre Mall,  
4750 Rutherford Road, Nanaimo

REGISTRATION
Registration forms for vendors and exhibitors are available at www.cvios.org  Click 
on the menu in the top right corner of the home page and select ‘Forms’.

Please submit forms and direct enquiries to our show Chairperson, Leslie Milne, at 
lesmilne@telus.net or by phone at 250-758-0355. 

Deadline for vendor and exhibitor registration is February 15, 2024.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Thursday, March 7, 2024
1:30 pm – 5 pm         Set up tables and displays.  Plant registration. 

Friday, March 8, 2024
          9 am - 10 am       Plant registration.
          10:30 am – 12 noon    Society ribbon judging. 
          9:30 am - 5 pm      Sales area and displays open to the public.
          1:30 pm                    AOS judging begins.

Saturday, March 9, 2024
          10 am – 5 pm    Sales area and displays open to the public.

Sunday, March 10, 2024 
         10:30 am – 2:30 pm     Sales area and displays open to the public.
          2:30 pm Begin takedown and cleanup 

http://www.cvios.org
mailto:lesmilne@telus.net


SHOW RULES and REGULATIONS

THIS EVENT WILL COMPLY WITH ALL GOVERNMENT HEALTH REGULATIONS

Please read all information carefully. By placing an entry in the show, the exhibitor 
agrees to abide by the following rules and regulations. Failure to do so may result in 
removal from the event.  If clarification is needed, please contact the Show Chairperson 
for further information. 

1. Exhibit space must be reserved in advance. Deadline is February 15, 2024.

2. If you have any requests for your display area (such as an electrical outlet), 
please state this on your entry form. Tables are 6’ x 2.5’ - please indicate how 
many tables you will require. Extension cords, if needed, are to be provided by 
the exhibitor.

3. Displays must contain a minimum of 1 blooming orchid plant. Moss, foliage, 
cut orchid flowers and other materials may be used in the exhibit, but orchids 
must be the focal point of the display.

4. CVIOS will provide cloth skirting for all tables. Storage is permitted under the 
tables provided it is not visible to the public.

5. Misting and care of all displays is the responsibility of the exhibitor. CVIOS will 
assume no liability for loss or damage, although security will be available at all 
times in the show area.

6. All plants must be free of disease and pests. Plants are subject to health 
inspection, and diseased or infested plants may be removed at the discretion 
of the show staff.

7. By law, there is no smoking in the mall. 

8. Covid protocols, as per current BC Centres for Disease Control guidelines, 
are to be followed by all participants. 



PLANT DISPLAY AND REGISTRATION
• Entries will be registered from 1:30 PM to 5 PM on March 7, 2024, and from 9 

AM to 10 AM on March 8, 2024. Late entries can be added to displays but will 
not be judged. 

• All plant vendors must mount an appropriate exhibit in the show. Orchid societies 
or individuals may combine their entries in a single exhibit. Moss, foliage, and cut 
orchid flowers may be used in the displays.

• Each entry (potted or mounted orchid or cut inflorescence) must be registered on 
the CVIOS Plant Entry Form provided on the CVIOS websi te 
(www.CVIOS.org). Participants are strongly encouraged to download the forms 
and fill them out prior to the show. Please print clearly!

• Each plant must have a two-part identifying entry label before it is put on display.  
These will be available at the registration desk.

• The "class" field should be filled out using the guidelines in the British Columbia 
Orchid Society Show Flower Classes (2017). This document is available on 
our website at www.CVIOS.org.  If a plant is registered in more than one class, it 
must have a separate tag for each class it is registered in. 

• When registering plants, please remember that species names are written in 
lower case (eg. Cattleya mossiae) and hybrid names are capitalized (eg. Cattleya 
Drumbeat).  If the plant has been awarded, the award becomes part of the plant's 
name (eg. Cattleya Drumbeat 'Triumph' (HCC/AOS)). Please note that 
unidentified plants are not eligible for judging.

• Table and exhibitor numbers will be provided at the registration table during show 
setup.  A pink border will be added to the plant’s label for entries in special 
classes.  If desired, the plant registration tags may be replaced after judging for 
aesthetic purposes.

• Anyone wishing to observe the AOS judging should contact the Judging 
chairperson.  For more information on AOS judging, go to https://www.aos.org/
orchidawards-judging.aspx 

https://www.aos.org/orchidawards-judging.aspx
https://www.aos.org/orchidawards-judging.aspx


• All orchid entries will be considered for AOS judging. If you particularly wish to 
have an orchid considered by the AOS judges, please inform the registration 
personnel in writing. If you do not wish to have your plant judged by the AOS, or 
if the existing flowers have previously been exhibited at any AOS sanctioned 
function, the plant/flowers must be clearly marked: "Not for AOS Judging"

• Please note that any plant considered for an AOS cultural award (CCM and CCE) 
must have been in the owner’s possession for a minimum of one year.

• Please be aware that a fee is charged by the AOS for each award granted.  This 
fee is paid by the owner of the plant. The AOS Awards Registrar will bill the 
exhibitor after it is determined that all award requirements have been met. 
Species requiring identification will be identified by the AOS Species Identification 
Task Force, at no charge to the exhibitor.

RIBBON JUDGING

Ribbon judging will begin on Friday, March 8 at 10:30 AM. Ribbons will be awarded for 
first place (blue), second place (red), and third place (white), for each plant class as 
warranted. Trophy winners will be chosen from among the plants receiving a blue 
ribbon.

Please note that ribbon judging is performed by volunteers using the Society’s 
guidelines (see next page). AOS judges are not involved in Society ribbon judging and 
may apply different standards in awarding plants.

At their discretion, the Society ribbon judges may:

• Disqualify or re-classify plants or flowers that are incorrectly labelled, or 
incorrectly entered.

• Divide, combine, delete or add classes as necessary.

• Award more than one ribbon of the same colour in a class.

• Withhold any ribbon or trophy.

• Award extra ribbons/rosettes as they see fit, after consulting with the 
Show Chair.



Please note that the decisions of the Society Judging Chair are final. 

GUIDELINES FOR RIBBON JUDGING

At our Society’s show, ribbon judging is based on the flower quality and culture of the 
orchid entries. A blue-ribbon plant will be mature, will have well-presented flowers of 
significantly better than usual quality, with no damage or detraction, and will probably 
present more than a single flower growth or inflorescence. Red and white ribbons may 
go to plants of lesser quality. The overall goal is to highlight quality plants and excellent 
culture.

Each judging team will be assigned one or more orchid groups or alliances and will 
judge these in each exhibit where such plants are displayed. The order in which the 
exhibits are visited is unimportant. The team will examine the appropriate plants in each 
exhibit and decide upon blue, red, white or no ribbons for each. Multiple ribbons of a 
given colour may be granted in any class, so long as the team agrees this is merited. A 
team majority prevails in awarding the ribbons. Both flower and plant quality are to be 
considered in granting ribbons and trophies.
 
The blue-ribbon awards will be entered by the clerks on the ribbon judging sheets, and 
the team captain will sign off the sheets before they are returned to the registration 
table. Each team will choose a “Best of Class” plant for a rosette award. 

Any plant deserving of special recognition may be granted a “special award” after the 
team has consulted the Judging Chair. Judges may grant or withhold any ribbon at their 
own discretion. Judges may also eliminate, subdivide, or combine classes after 
consulting with the Judging Chair.
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